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July 27, 2020

Dear Friends,

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, | am keenly aware that many of our residents are experiencing
job losses and losses to their small businesses in addition to a health pandemic. This is one of the
many reasons why Greater Riverdale Cares was launched in April -- to support local restaurants and
deliver food to those in need. Details about this week's meal sites are at the bottom of this message.

On June 9, 2020, the Prince George's County Council enacted
CB-16-2020 and amended the Prince George's County Landlord-
Tenant Code to prohibit rent increases and rental terminations;
| provide payment plans with certain tenants; and prohibit late

et fees or penalties from being charged during the COVID-19
statewide emergency and within 90 days after the expiration of an emergency.

Outlined below are the substantive provisions of the new regulations:

Tenants with substantial loss of income -- for County law, this means tenants who can
demonstrate proof through documentation or other objectively verifiable means, that the tenant
suffered a Substantial Loss of Income and are therefore unable to make rent payments because of the
emergency, as defined by the Maryland Governor's Executive Order Number 20-04-03-01.

During the COVID-19 health emergency as declared by the Governor of the Maryland, a landlord
may not increase the rent for a tenant with a substantial loss of income if the rent increase would
take effect during the health emergency and within 90 days after expiration of the emergency.

Additionally, landlords may not impose late fees or penalties for any
tenant. Landlords shall not issue notices of rent increase, late fees or
penalties that apply to payments required during the emergency and

~ A within 90 days after expiration of the emergency.

Landlords must inform a tenant with a substantial loss of income in
writing to disregard any notice of arent increase if: (1) the landlord
provided the notice to the tenant prior to the emergency; and (2) if the
effective date of the increase would occur on or after the date the
emergency began.

Landlords may offer a written rent payment plan to a tenant with a substantial loss of income.
Additionally, landlords are prohibited from evicting a tenant for non-payment of rent for any
eviction proceedings not initiated before the COVID-19 emergency. This prohibition is effective for
the duration of the emergency.

Moreover, any new complaints filed against tenants for failure to pay rent shall be prohibited
during the duration of the emergency. This new provision regarding evictions applies from the date
of the Governor of the State of Maryland's Executive Order Number 20-04-03-01 on April 3, 2020 until
August 31, 2020.
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References and more information:

Governor Order Evictions: https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Evictions-
Repossessions-Foreclosure-AMENDED-4.3.20.pdf

Prince George's County Office of Law:
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/31333/CB-16-2020-Website-Text---
FINAL?bidld=

Additional Resources:

Click here for Tax Credits for Renters and Homeowners

Housing Initiative Partnership (HIP) - rental assistance, eviction and
ﬁ G foreclosure assistance, household finances assistance:

I https://hiphomes.org/covid-19-resources-for-maryland-residents/
COVID-19 RESOURCES IN MARYLAND

Community Legal Services of Prince George's County - free legal
representation if you are facing eviction or foreclosure: https://www.clspgc.org/

CASA - rental/landlord issues and legal services: https://wearecasa.org/

United Communities Against Poverty: https://www.ucappgc.org/

PEPCO: 202-833-7500 or https://www.pepco.com/SafetyCommunity/Safety/Pages/coronavirus.aspx

BG&E: https://www.bge.com/SafetyCommunity/Safety/Pages/coronavirus.aspx

WSSC: https://www.wsscwater.com/heretohelp

Washington Gas : https://www.washingtongas.com/campaign/our-response-to-covid-19

Maryland's Office of Home Energy programs - utility bill assistance

As the economic crisis continues, and the additional unemployment benefits come to an end, the need
only continues to grow. If you are in need, or know someone who is, please go to
https://bit.ly/D3Help to let us know what you need. We will do our best to assist.

As always, feel free to reach out to a member of my District 3 team or me if we can help you in any
way. | am sharing updates regularly on social media, especially my Facebook page. #onlytogether

Together Strengthening Our Community,
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